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The case of nuclear tests (France vs Australia)
Australia began legal action against France on May 9th, 1973, in response to the French
government's plan to test nuclear weapons in the South Pacific region.

A nuclear weapon is an explosive device whose destructive force is derived from nuclear
processes and chemical reactions, resulting in a nuclear explosion. The nuclear bombs emit
huge amounts of energy and radiation, which can harm human health if they are in close
proximity. When these weapons are built there is a test carried out on a nuclear weapon to
determine its effectiveness. Nuclear testing is primarily used to evaluate and increase resilience
to nuclear explosions in civilian and military situations, to customize weapons to their targets,
and to develop nuclear warfare strategies, in case there is a need of usage.
France declared that it did not participate in the open proceedings or submit any pleadings
because it believed the Court had a clear lack of jurisdiction. At Australia's request, the Court
issued orders on June 22, 1973, outlining temporary restrictions, including a requirement that
France refrain from conducting nuclear tests that could result in radioactive fallout over
Australian soil. The Court determined by two judgments issued on December 20, 1974, that the
Applications of Australia no longer had any purpose and that it was not necessary to make a
ruling on them. The Court did this based on its determination that Australia's goal had been
accomplished, in that France had stated in a number of public announcements that it would

stop conducting atmospheric nuclear tests after the 1974 series was over. This case led to the
intervention of Fiji and New Zealand since it would also affect their territories.

Riots erupted across the French Polynesia, and France was threatened with suspension by the
South Pacific Forum. These tests were designed to provide France with enough data to advance
nuclear technology without the need for additional testing. The last nuclear test on Moruroa
took place on December 27, 1995.

It is vital to understand that the French Polynesia, is an overseas collectivity of France, it
comprises of more than 100 islands in the South Pacific, stretching for more than 2,000km.
From 1966 through 1974, France exploded 41 nuclear weapons in above-ground tests in French
Polynesia, a collection of 118 islands and atolls. The French government has always claimed
that the tests were carried out safely. But according to a 2013 study, the experiments exposed
90% of the 125,000 residents in French Polynesia to radioactive fallout. However, since the
Polynesia is a collectivity belonging to France, the country has the right to carry out whatever
processes it wishes to do.
According to a researcher, the leaked documents also demonstrate that the French authorities
consistently failed to notify Polynesians about radiation hazards. Authorities could have notified
the civilians about the approaching consequences two days ahead of time, but they did not. The
United States, the Soviet Union, and other countries were remotely observing the tests.
"Everybody knew what was going on, except the Polynesians." Says the researcher. The Tahiti
population was also affected as they were exposed to significant amounts of radioactive
ionization.

This has previously been done on test sites owned and/or controlled from the owners of one of
the eight nuclear nations: The United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France,
China, India, Pakistan, and North Korea.
There are many witnesses to this case who have been affected from the testing, including
citizens of nearby countries (New Zealand, and Fiji) that have complained about this issue.
Australia is worried that the harm from the nuclear testing carried out by France would hurt
their own citizens too, due to close regional stance between the French Polynesia and Australia,
therefore they requested from France to stop these tests. Yet, France wants to continue with
these tests, because that is the safest region to carry out such things. The lands are surrounded
by water, therefore the effect is less than what it would be in industrial regions, but there still is
a great amount of damage due to the wide spread of radiation.
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