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Intro:  
Burkina Faso is a small country in West Africa that was known to be a relatively peaceful 

and stable country in an insecure region. Yet, violent extremism has significantly impacted other 
Sahelian and West African states, including Burkina Faso starting in 2015. Faced with an ever-
increasing number of attacks, often directly targeting civilian populations, the country’s now 
ousted President Roch Marc Christian Kaboré, repeatedly pledged to stem the tide of terrorism. 
The crisis began on January 15, when an explosion occurred at a bus station in Ouagadougou, 
killing 22 people and wounding more than 35 others. The Islamic State claimed responsibility for 
this attack, and it was followed by another on February 3 that killed 30 people and wounded more 
than 100 more. However, over the past three years, almost 2,000 Burkinabe have died in terrorist 
attacks. Throughout 2021, Burkinabe forces remained unable to address the nation’s insecurity. 
The number of incidents doubled between 2020 and 2021 to over 1,100 attacks. The president 
struggled in 2021 to address the overlapping crises.  

 
Burkina Faso is a country particularly vulnerable to violent extremism largely due to 

poverty among the population. More attacks in Burkina Faso would further destabilize the region, 
making it essential that a vulnerable state in such an exposed geographical location, has the tools 
at its disposal to ensure the security of its borders, maintain the security of inward investment that 
is essential to its development, and address the economic, social, political and human rights 
concerns that can so easily become conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Statistical Overview of Burkina Faso: 

 

Driving Forces of Violent Extremism: 

Socioeconomic drivers are many of the pull factors for the violent extremism in Burkina 
Faso. Violent extremist groups may manipulate children and families by offering an escape, a 
sense of purpose, and involvement in a collective movement that promises equal access to 
opportunities and resources. Also, social networks and group dynamics are important factors in 
radicalization and recruitment. Individuals may drift into violent extremist groups with friends, 
influence, and/or societal discrimination toward an individual. Frustrated expectations and relative 
deprivation are powerful drivers of violent extremist activity among youth, especially at the age 
of 18-25.  

Denial of political rights and liberties, which can foster the notion that violence is the only 
effective tool for achieving political change, is one political element that contributes to violent 
extremism in Burkina Faso. A strategy for rebelling against tyranny might result from harsh 
government persecution and their leaders. The violent extremist gangs in BF are more likely to be 
sparked by more pervasive cruelty and violent extremists may receive more support from local 



populations as a result. The local disputes in the Sub-Saharan African country cause anarchy, 
paralyze political institutions, and provide a power vacuum that violent extremist groups might 
take advantage of.  

The crisis has escalated to include attacks on schools, hospitals, mosques and other places 
of worship; kidnappings, robberies, extortion, landmines, assassinations, rape, sexual violence 
against women and girls; forced displacement from their homes, destruction of homes and 
property; restrictions on movement within the country’s borders, harassment against journalists 
reporting on these events, social media posts calling for individuals to carry out terrorist acts 
against civilians or law enforcement personnel. Groups like Boko Haram or al-Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb are involved in violent activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government and President Approach: 
The Burkina Faso government has used both hard and soft tactics to combat the rising risks 

of terrorism and violent extremism. They passed anti-terrosism laws in 2009 and which were 
reviewed in 2015 when terrosrim became a clear threat to national security. In 2016, the 
government  enacted the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) anti money 
laundering financing. The government also established security and military cooperation with 
neighboring countries such as Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger. Their cooperation was to work 
togther to fight violent extrenism and terrorism committed agaisnt their citizens. Yet, these 
measures have had limited impact and there is still no clear national strategy that is comprehensive 
enough to tackle this issue. 



 Conferences and meetings have been held in order to examine the key factors that have led 
to the increase of extremism in Burkina Faso and ways the government can better deal with the 
response. Nevertheless, despite efforts, there has been a weakness among the partnerships between 
state and non-state actors that causes a major obstacle to the implementation of strategies against 
violent extremism and terrorism in Burkina Faso. There is also the main underlying reason for the 
increase in numbers which is largely in part due to the lack of  economic and social development 
that is vital in addressing to start to even solve this problem facing this country. 
 
Major Parties Involved:  
Mali: Mali is not only involved in cooperating with Burkina Faso to combat violence but they also 
face the same issue with most of the same terrorist groups. Mali also faces a large influx of people 
crossing the border from Burkina faso.  
Niger: Niger was also involved in the combat of the terroism and deals with many Burkinabe 
immigrants.  
USA: The United States stands firmly with the people of Burkina Faso in their aspirations for 
democracy, peace, development, and respect for human rights. They send aid and are a major ally 
to BF. 
Germany: Germany deems responsible for the international political and financial commitment 
in Burkina Faso. Germany plays a key role in humanitarian assistance. 
France: Burkina Faso was a former French colony until 1960. However, slowly became BF’s 
major donors. Yet, under new claims of France of harboring interim president Lt Col Paul-Henri 
Sandaogo Damiba, who was ousted. While France denies any involvement, the citizens and violent 
groups took it upon themselves to protest against France and attempt to cut ties with them.  
Russia:  It has prompted speculation that there has been Russian involvement in the events that 
Captain Ibrahim Traoré seized power in a nation plagued by growing jihadist violence. This time 
around Russia is a lot more supportive of the coup, and that has led to speculation that Russia has 
played a coordinating role.  
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