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Introduction 
 
 
The events begin in 
November 2016; the 
factions in the map 
aim to gain territory 
either as part of the 
larger faction or on 
their own. Troops, 
support of other 
factions, and 
equipment are 
important. The 
resources may be 
bought, sold, looted, 
or traded for 
between individuals.  
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to the Conflict: 
 
The conflict in Syria dates back to 2011. 

Many people were unhappy about the high levels of unemployment, widespread 

corruption and lack of political freedom. Inspired by the ‘Arab spring’ uprisings in Tunisia and 

Egypt, peaceful protests started in March. However, the peaceful demonstrations were met by 

swift government opposition. When the government used deadly force to crush the dissent, 

protests erupted nationwide. The violence rapidly escalated, eventually giving way to a brutal 

war. 

The violence rapidly escalated and the country descended into civil war. Hundreds of 

rebel groups sprung up and it did not take long for the conflict to become more than a battle 

between Syrians for or against Assad. Foreign powers began to take sides, sending money, 

weaponry and fighters, and as the chaos worsened extremist jihadist organisations with their own 



 

aims, such as the Islamic State (IS) group and al-Qaeda, became involved. That deepened 

concern among the international community who saw them as a major threat. 

A US-led global coalition has also carried out air strikes and deployed special forces in 

Syria since 2014 to help an alliance of Kurdish and Arab militias called the Syrian Democratic 

Forces (SDF) capture territory once held by IS militants in the north-east and stop the jihadist 

group rebuilding.  

The government has regained control of Syria's biggest cities, but large parts of the 

country are still held by rebels, jihadists and the Kurdish-led SDF. There have been no shifts in 

the front lines for two years. The last remaining opposition stronghold is in the north-western 

province of Idlib and adjoining parts of northern Hama and western Aleppo provinces. The 

region is dominated by a jihadist alliance called Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), but is also home to 

mainstream rebel factions. An estimated 2.8 million displaced people, including a million 

children, are living there, many of them in dire conditions in camps. 

 

Statistics 

● An estimated 5.8 million children need humanitarian aid to meet their basic needs in 

Syria and neighboring countries. 

● 12 million people are food insecure, an increase of 51% since 2019. 

● More than 3.6 million refugees are hosted in neighboring Turkey, the largest refugee 

population worldwide 

● More than 50% of Syrians live in extreme poverty, on less than $1.90 a day. 

● About 13 million Syrians in total are forcibly displaced, more than half of the country’s 

population. Of these, 6.8 million are refugees and asylum-seekers who have fled the 

country. (Asylum-seekers are people who’ve applied for refugee status,) The rest, 6.9 

million people, are displaced within Syria. 

● The United Nations has verified that at least 350,209 civilians and combatants were 

killed between March 2011 and March 2021, but it has warned that it is an "undercount 

of the actual number". 

● UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet said 26,727 victims were women and 27,126 

were children.  



 

● The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR), a UK-based monitoring group 

with a network of sources on the ground, had documented the deaths of 494,438 people 

by June 2021. It said at least 159,774 civilians had been killed, with the Syrian 

government and its allies responsible for most of those deaths. 

● The group estimated that the actual toll from the war was more than 606,000, saying 

47,000 civilians were believed to have died of torture in government-run prisons and that 

it had been unable to document almost 53,000 reported deaths due to a lack of 

information. 

● Another monitoring group, the Violations Documentation Center, which relies on 

information from activists across the country, had documented 238,716 battle-related 

deaths, including 144,956 civilians, as of February 2022. It attributed 165,490 of those 

deaths to Syrian government forces and 35,610 to opposition factions. 

Where are Syrian refugees going? 

The majority of Syria’s 6.8 million refugees remain in the Middle East, having fled — by land 

and sea — across borders to neighboring countries. 

● Turkey — More than 3.6 million Syrian refugees are in Turkey, the largest refugee 

population worldwide. Most Syrian refugees in Turkey live outside of refugee camps and 

have limited access to basic services. 

● Lebanon — About 831,000 Syrian refugees make up more than 14% of Lebanon’s 

population. Many live in primitive conditions in informal tent settlements, which are not 

official refugee camps. With few legal opportunities to earn money, they struggle to 

afford residency fees, rent, utilities, and food. 

● Jordan — 675,000 Syrian refugees are in Jordan. Some 120,000 people live in the 

Za’atari and Azraq refugee camps, where aid groups have converted desert wastes into 

cities. 

● Iraq — Over 260,000 Syrian refugees are in Iraq. Most are in the Kurdistan region in the 

north where more than a million Iraqis fled to escape ISIS. Most refugees are integrated 

into communities, putting a strain on services. 



 

● Egypt — 141,300 Syrian refugees are in Egypt. 

 
Lead Up to Events: 
 
2010 May - US renews sanctions against Syria, saying that it supports terrorist groups, seeks 
weapons of mass destruction and has provided Lebanon's Hezbollah with Scud missiles in 
violation of UN resolutions. 
 
2011 March - Security forces shoot dead protestors in the southern city of Deraa demanding 
release of political prisoners, triggering violent unrest that steadily spread nationwide over the 
following months. President Assad announces conciliatory measures, releasing dozens of 
political prisoners, dismissing the government, lifting the 48-year-old state of emergency. 
 
2011 May - Army tanks enter Deraa, Banyas, Homs and suburbs of Damascus in an effort to 
crush anti-regime protests. US and European Union tighten sanctions. 
 
2011 July - President Assad sacks the governor of the northern province of Hama after a mass 
demonstration there, eventually sending in troops to restore order at the cost of scores of lives. 
 
2011 October - New Syrian National Council says it has forged a common front of internal and 
exiled opposition activists. 
 
2012 February - Government steps up the bombardment of Homs and other cities. 
 
2012 June - Turkey changes rules of engagement after Syria shoots down a Turkish plane, 
declaring that if Syrian troops approach Turkey's borders they will be seen as a military threat. 
 
2012 July - Free Syria Army blows up three security chiefs in Damascus and seizes parts of the 
city of Aleppo in the north. 
 
2012 November - National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces formed in 
Qatar, excludes Islamist militias. The Arab League stops short of full recognition. 
 
2012 December - US, Britain, France, Turkey and Gulf states formally recognise opposition 
National Coalition as "legitimate representative" of Syrian people. 
 
2013 January - Syria accuses Israel of bombing military base near Damascus, where Hezbollah 
was suspected of assembling a convoy of anti-aircraft missiles bound for Lebanon. 
 



 

2013 December - US and Britain suspend "non-lethal" support for rebels in northern Syria after 
reports that Islamist rebels seized bases of Western-backed Free Syrian Army. 
 
2014 January-February - UN-brokered peace talks in Geneva fail, largely because Syrian 
authorities refuse to discuss a transitional government. 
 
2014 March - Syrian Army and Hezbollah forces recapture Yabroud, the last rebel stronghold 
near the Lebanese border. 
 
2014 June - Islamic State of Iraq and Syria militants declare "caliphate" in territory from Aleppo 
to eastern Iraqi province of Diyala, cut ties with Al-Qaeda. 
 
2014 September - US and five Arab countries launch air strikes against Islamic State around 
Aleppo and Raqqa. 
 
2015 January - Kurdish forces push Islamic State out of Kobane on Turkish border after four 
months of fighting. 
 
2015 May - Islamic State fighters seize the ancient city of Palmyra in central Syria and proceed 
to destroy many monuments at pre-Islamic World Heritage sites. Jaish al-Fatah (Army of 
Conquest) Islamist rebel alliance takes control of Idlib Province, putting pressure on 
government's coastal stronghold of Latakia. 
 
2015 September - Russia carries out its first airstrikes in Syria, saying they target the Islamic 
State group, but the West and Syrian opposition say it overwhelmingly targets anti-Assad rebels. 
 
2015 December - Syrian Army allows rebels to evacuate the remaining area of Homs, returning 
Syria's third-largest city to government control after four years. 
 
2016 March - Syrian government forces retake Palmyra from Islamic State with Russian air 
assistance. 
 
2016 August - Turkish troops cross into Syria to help rebel groups push back so-called Islamic 
State militants and Kurdish-led rebels from a section of the two countries' border. 
 
2016 August - Operation Euphrates Shield, which is a Turkish lead operation that resulted in the 
occupation of northern Syria begins.  
 



 

 
 
Delegate Roles: 
 
Independent affiliation: 

1. Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF): Mazloum Abdi, general of the army of the region of 
Rojava which includes minorities such as the Kurdish, Armenian, Assyrian, and 
Turkmen. They identify as an autonomous state that wishes for independence. 
- Rojava: Rojava is a de facto autonomous region in northeastern Syria. It consists of 

self-governing sub-regions. The region gained its de facto autonomy in 2012 in the 
context of the ongoing Rojava conflict and the wider Syrian Civil War, in which its 
official military force, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), has taken part.  

- Mazloum Abdi is a Syrian Kurdish who was imprisoned five times by the Assad 
regime in the 1990s. 

- He was part of the PKK (internationally recognized as terrorists) (Kurdistan 
militant army in Iraq) and was sent to Syria amidst the outbreak of the civil war to 
establish a Kurdish militant presence there. 

 
2. ISIS: Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, caliph of ISIS recently detached from Al Qaeda, aims to 

gain both as much territory in Syria and to convert many people to their cause.  
- A significant goal of the group has been the foundation of a Sunni Islamic state. 
- Militant Islamist group and former unrecognized quasi-state that follows the 

Salafi jihadist ideology. 
 
3. Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (JFS): Abu Mohammad al-Julani, Emir of the Al Qaeda branch 

in Syria, aims to initiate an Islamic state against ISIS in Syria. (Salafist Jihadist) 
- Its goals were to overthrow Bashar al-Assad's government in Syria and to create 

an Islamic emirate under Sharia law, 
 
 
Pro Ba'ath Government: 

1. Syrian Armed Forces (SAF): Bashar al-Assad, both the leader of the Syrian government and 
the SAF, aims to maintain control over Syria eradicating the anti-Assad militias and 
government, returning Syria to its former glory. 

 
2. Rami Makhlouf, Syrian businessman who allegedly funds the Shabiha by paying individuals 

to commit atrocities, aims to support his cousin Bashar al-Assad and more importantly protect 
his wealth. 



 

- He was considered to be Syria's richest man and one of the most powerful. According to 
Syrian analysts, he is part of al-Assad's inner circle and no foreign company could do 
business in Syria at the time without his consent and partnership 

 
- Shabiha: state sponsored militias of the Syrian government. Individuals are paid for 

work and thus can easily alter allegiance. 
 
3. Hezbollah: Hassan Nasrallah, leader of this organization that prevents the spillover of ISIL 

and Al-Nusrah into Lebanon while providing the Ba’ath government with military aid, is a 
terrorist organization. 

 
4. Russia: Vladmir Putin, president of Russia who supports the Ba’ath government through a 

proxy war in order to establish a sphere of influence. 
- Russia has supported the administration of incumbent President Bashar al-Assad of 

Syria since the beginning of the Syrian conflict in 2011: politically, with military aid, 
and (since September 2015) with direct military involvement.  

- which had military bases in Syria before the war - launched an air campaign in 
support of Assad in 2015 that has been crucial in turning the tide of the war in the 
government's favor.  

- The Russian military says its strikes only target "terrorists" but activists say they 
regularly kill mainstream rebels and civilians.  

 
5. Iran: Ali Khamenei, supreme leader of Iran, supporting the Assad government also through 

proxy, but is also concerned with stopping Saudi Arabia and ISIL. 
- Iran has provided significant support for the Syrian government in the Syrian civil war, 

including logistical, technical and financial support, as well as training and some combat 
troops 

- Iran's interest in Syria stems from a need to maintain close relations with a like-minded 
leader (Assad) to have a strong foothold in the region and easier access to Israel, while 
preventing Saudi growth. 

- Efforts include training, technical support, and combat troops. 
Anti Ba'ath Government: 

1. Syrian Interim Government (SIG): Jawad Abu Hatab, prime minister of defense of the anti-
Ba'ath government, concerned with getting rid of Assad and his puppets to establish this new 
government, commands the Syrian National Army (SNA). Here the SNA is more of a police 
force. 
- The interim government indirectly controls some areas of the country and claims to be the 

sole legitimate government on behalf of the Syrian opposition. 



 

- The main aims are replacing the Bashar al-Assad government and "its symbols and pillars 
of support", "dismantling the security services", unifying and supporting the Free Syrian 
Army, refusing dialogue and negotiation with the al-Assad government. 

- In May 2016 he was elected as Prime Minister of the partially-recognised Syrian Interim 
Government. During his tenure, he sought to improve service delivery in opposition-
controlled areas and relocate opposition government officials from Turkey to Syria. 

- The SIA strives to maintain and expand control in the northern areas of Syria to establish 
stable governance. 

 
2. Free Syrian Army (FSA): Riad al-Asaad, commander of the FSA, goals include destroying the 

Ba’ath government and killing Bashar al-Assad to help establish the SIA as the new Syrian 
government. 
- A collection of rebel factions with loyalty to the land. 
- Initially part of the SIA’s force but more recent issues have left the FSA more of a rebel 

force in Ba’ath controlled areas, far from the governance of the FSA. 
 
3. Turkey: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, president of Turkey who supports the Anti-Ba’ath 

government and forces by supplying weapons and troops, especially helping the FSA. 
- is a major supporter of the opposition, but its focus has been on using rebel factions to 

contain the Kurdish YPG militia that dominates the SDF, accusing it of being an 
extension of a banned Kurdish rebel group in Turkey.  

- Turkish troops and allied rebels have seized stretches of territory along Syria's northern 
border and intervened to stop an all-out assault by government forces on the last 
opposition stronghold of Idlib. 

 
4. USA: Interim president Barack Obama, supported the Anti-Ba’ath government through 

foreign aid and military aid to establish a sphere of influence and eradicate ISIS. To be replaced 
by president-elect Donald Trump during the debate. The transition will happen during the 2nd 
day of the conference.   

 
5. Saudi Arabia: Mohammed bin Salman, crown prince and minister of defense who aims to 

support the Anti-Ba’ath government while eliminating Iranian influence in the region. 
-  is keen to counter Iranian influence, armed and financed the rebels at the start of the war, 

as did the kingdom's Gulf rival, Qatar. 
 
 
The US, UK and France initially provided support for what they considered "moderate" rebel 
groups. But they have prioritised non-lethal assistance since jihadists became the dominant force 
in the armed opposition. 



 

Forces Present on Site: 
Anti Ba’ath Government: 

Faction US SIG FSA Saudi Arabia Turkey 

Soldiers 10,000 140,000 250,000 50,000 150,000 

Tanks 50 100 5,000 2,000 500 

Aircraft 50 20 15 10 25 

AA - 100 250 - 1,000 

Artillery - 600 1,000 - 2,000 

Money 639.86B 1.73B  NA (could be 
funded by 

other 
members of 

government\c
oalition) 

$63.67B $17.83B 
 
 

Pro-Ba’ath Government: 

Faction Russia SAF Rami 
Makhlouf  

Iran Hezbollah 

Soldiers 10,000 425,000 20,000 50,000 75,000 

Tanks 50 6,500 - 2,000 100 

Aircraft 50 20 - 10 - 

AA - 500 - - 200 

Artillery - 1,000 - - 500 

Money $69.2B  $1.8B $8B $12.26B $15.3B 

Non-aligned: 

Faction ISIS JFS SDF 

Soldiers 400,000 50,000 120,000 

Tanks 600 1,000 2,000 

Aircraft 25 - 10 



 

AA 500 40 50 

Artillery 500 250 100 

Money $2B NA NA 

 
Governorates of Syria: 
 
Aleppo: Partially occupied by three factions: SAF, SIA and Turkey 

- Notable cities: 
- Azaz: headquarters of SIA with Saudi Proxy 
- Aleppo: under siege by three factions: SAF, SIA and SDF 

Raqqa: Mostly occupied by SDF 
- Notable cities: 

- Raqqa: De-facto capital of ISIS 
- Al-Thawrah: ISIS control 

As-Suwayda: Occupied by SAF with Russian presence 
- Notable Cities: 

- As-Suwayda: SAF control 
Damascus: Capital of SAF and home of Bashar, heavy Russian presence 
Daraa: spread of control by SAF, FSA, ISIS, JFS and with Iranian and Saudi Arabian Proxies 

- Notable Cities: 
- Daraa: spread of SAF, FSA, ISIS, JFS 
- Sanamayn: occupied by FSA and SIA rebels 

Deir Ez-Zor: Tense with occupation by SAF, SIA and FSA, ISIS and SDF. 
- Notable Cities: 

- Deir Ez-Zor: occupied by SAF loyalists and al Shabiha but is under siege by ISIS. 
Hama: Large SAF, Russia and Hezbollah presence alongside ISIS in the east. 

- Notable Cities: 
- Hama: SAF and Russian control 
- Salamieh: vital for SAF to maintain supply lines, constant ISIS bombardment 

Hasaka: Large oil supply almost completely controlled by SDF with Turkish resistance at 
borders. 

- Notable Cities: 
- Hasaka: SAF stronghold in Rojava 
- Qamishli: SDF control, with Chirkin prison housing nearly 50,000 ISIS 

sympathizers. It has a heavy US presence. 
Homs: Largest district controlled by SAF w/ Russia, ISIS and some Hezbollah presence. Saudi 
and Iranian support for both sides alongside US support for SDF and SIA. 

- Notable Cities: 
- Homs: FSA resistance with heavy SAF presence 



 

- Palmyra: ISIS occupation, but is being advanced on by SAF with Russian 
Support. 

Idlib:Very contested governate by almost all factions including: SAF, SIA + FSA, SDA, 
Hezbollah, JFS, Saudi and Iranian support for both sides alongside US support for SDF and SIA. 

- Notable Cities: 
- Idlib: major point of contention with all factions involved. 
-  

Latakia: Largely controlled by SAF. 
- Notable Cities: 

- Latakia: home of the largest Russian base. 
Quneitra: All cities largely destroyed housing FSA rebels and some Shabiha rebels. With 
Hezbollah presence. 
Rif Dimashq: Area of major fighting within the outbreak of the war with ISIS, FSA, SAF and 
JFS presence. Home to the largest US military base: Al-Tanf. 

- I mean this place is a mess honestly. 
Tartus: Under SAF control. 
 



 

 
 
Proxies: 

- Iran - Saudi 
- Both do not border Syria, but Iran has very close ties with Hezbollah 

giving them a foothold. 
- Saudi has supported many groups (some of which are terrorists) 
- However, Iran is also threatened by Turkey 

- USA - Russia 
- Russia mobilized, USA hasn’t, to do so USA will take time due to 

congress. 
- Russia only has one military base which is a limiting factor in their 

expansion. 
- The USA has many allies in the Middle East (Jordan, Israel, UAE, etc.) 

 
 
 


